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Cover Photo
A fine photograph, probably dating from about 1900, looking towards the Tolbooth and the
Old Pier. The buildings on the right hand side of the photo are little changed today, and the
Ship Inn is recognisable. The large building next to the Ship Inn and the 2 smaller houses
were demolished by the Town Council around 1950 and new housing in vernacular stone
style erected on the corner of the High Street.
EDITORIAL
It is surely very pleasing to Stonehaven folk that the Tolbooth Museum has continued to be a
great success, since it was unceremoniously cleared out and closed by our local council in
2011, and then re-opened, re-filled and re-furbished by the Tolbooth Museum Association.
Visitor numbers now reach 24,000 a year, and it is the most visited Museum in the Aberdeenshire Council area.
And more good news for the Tolbooth Museum is that, not only has Planning Permission
been granted for their ambitious and exciting plans for an extension to the existing building,
but they have been given a grant which will pay the costs of a feasibility study and business
plan, the first steps in obtaining lottery or other grants necessary for this important project
for Stonehaven. The Heritage Society were pleased to offer financial assistance to the Tolbooth Association towards the next phase of the extension project.
It is never easy to find speakers on topics of local interest, but you will hopefully find something of interest in the forthcoming season of speakers. I hope to see you at one of our meetings.
Gordon Ritchie, MVO
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CECILIA (CISSY) WOOD OF RICKARTON

I am grateful to Mrs Violet Craib of Rickarton for the attached photograph of Cissy Wood
who lived at Glenton Croft, Rickarton. Born in 1831, the photo must have been taken
around 1900 and show her holding a scythe. The other photo was a local postcard showing
Cissy ploughing her croft with 2 fine horses.

The 1891 census has Cecilia Wood age 60, living at Glenton Croft, unmarried, with her
nephew Alfred Scorgie, age 6, a resident with her. It seems that Cissy was unusual in that
she ran her croft single handed. I wonder if anyone has any more information about her?
Gordon Ritchie, MVO
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Stonehaven Mansion Houses (Part 1)

Before World War 2 Stonehaven had three impressive mansion houses just outside the town,
Dunnottar House, Fetteresso Castle and Urie House.

Dunnottar House

This once fine house, dating from 1806, stood in the centre of what we today know as
Dunnottar Woods, and was demolished around 1960. The present house known as
Dunnottar Park is close to the original location.
The House was built for Elenora Allardyce, daughter of the late Alexander Allardyce who
had purchased what became Dunnottar Estate in 1782, having made his fortune in sugar
plantations in the West Indies.
Elenora married Lord Archibald Kennedy of Culzean Castle in Ayrshire in 1814, who became
notorious as a sportsman and gambler. The House and Estate were purchased in 1832 by
Nathaniel Forbes from Strathdon, and from the 1860’s was rented by the Ritchie’s who
owned Glenury Royal Distillery, and later purchased by William Ritchie in 1901.
He lived there until his death in 1944, when the House and Estate were sold to a Yorkshire
family. Dunnottar House was never fully lived in from then and fell into disrepair until its
demolition.
However, there have still survived today within the woods the original Ice House, the Shell
House, Lady Kennedy’s Bath and the large walled Gardens, still housing Sam Jolly’s market
garden. The full story of Dunnottar Woods and House is told in George Swapp’s book of
that title, published by the Heritage Society in 2008 and still available.
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SPEAKERS FOR SEASON 2018 – 2019

Wednesday, 24 October 2018
Angus Whitson, Fettercairn on “A Countryside Diary”. Angus writes a weekly column in
The Courier on his travels through the country.
Wednesday 28 November 2018
Bruce Keith “Bridgescapes”. Bruce is the author of a new book to celebrate the long history
of bridges in Scotland, the most recent being the Queensferry Crossing. He will include the
many iconic bridges in N. E. Scotland.
Wednesday 23 January 2019
Professor John Morrison, Professor of Art History at the University of Aberdeen. The title of
his talk will be “Caught in the Spring of the Kirk – For Covenant and King; Charles II 165051”. John is involved in the restoration of 3 large 17th century paintings which relate directly
to the Civil War, and will talk on how these threaten and promise various things to Charles II
on behalf of the Scottish Parliament.
Wednesday 27 February 2019
Bruce Walker, Aberdeen Philately Society “Kincardineshire Post Offices and Postmarks 1741 –
2017”

Wednesday 27 March 2019
Elinor Vickers, “Blairs Museum”
Wednesday 24 April 2019
Annual General Meeting
All meetings in St. Bridget’s Hall, Dunnottar Avenue, Stonehaven, at 7.30 p.m.

Gordon Ritchie, MVO

